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SUBJECT: SOVIET COMMENTS ON PORTUGAL 

1. SOVIET LEAD STORIES (JULY 18) REPORT THE WITHDRAWAL OF POPULAR 
DEMOCRATS EROM THE CABINET, AND THE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL'S 
DECISION TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT. THE GENERAL THRUST OE THE 
PRESS COVERAGE IS TO LAY THE BLAME EOR THE "POLITICAL CRISIS ’ ON 
THE DOORSTEP OP THE SOCIALISTS AND THE POPULAR DEMOCRATS WHO 
OSTENSIBLY PLACED THEIR "NARROW FRACTIONAL INTERESTS ' AHEAD OP THE 
PATE OF THE REVOLUTION AND THE NATION. VARIOUS PRESS COMMENTS ALSO 
SUGGEST THE DEVELOPMENT OP A WIDENING GULF BETWEEN THE APM AND 
THE COMMUNISTS ON THE ONE HAND, AND THE "REACTIONARY" PORCES ON 
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THE OTHER. 
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2. DURING THE JULY 17 QUADRIPARTITE MEETING, THE BRITISH CHARGE 
REPORTED HE WAS TOLD JULY 14 BY (FNU) RUBINSKIY, AN IMEMO OFEICIAL 
WHO HAD RECENTLY BEEN IN PORTUGAL, THAT THE SOVIETS CONSIDERED 
THE PORTUGUESE POLITICAL SITUATION SUI GENERIS; RUBINSKIY CLAIMED 
THIS WAS A CONCEPT THE ITALIAN AND ERENCH COMMUNIST PARTIES 
"WOULD UNDERSTNAD." WHEN ASKED TO ELABORATE, RUBINSKIY 
REPLIED THAT, IN THIS CONTEXT, PORTUGAL WAS MORE COMPARABLE TO 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES THAN TO OTHERS IN EUROPE. THE BRITISH 
OFEICIAL ASKED WHETHER RUBINSKIY MEANT CUBA AS A PARALLEL. 
RUBINSKIY SAID THAT CUBA WAS NOT COMPARABLE; THAT THE AFM IS "A 
REVOLUTIONARY FORCE IN AND OF ITSELF," THUS OBVIATING THE NEED 
"TO SUBSTITUTE ANOTHE REVOLUTIONARY EORCE." 
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